
Finish the work
–John 5:1-46

� ere’s a compelling story in John chapter 5. Jesus went to the 
pool of Bethesda and he saw a man lying there who had been 
an invalid for 38 years. And Jesus said to the man, “Do you 
want to get well?” [John 5:6] Of course the man wanted to 
get well! Didn’t he? As the reader, we wonder. Why wouldn’t 
the man want to get well? Why did Jesus ask that? Was there 
something the man was getting out of being unwell? Or… 
was there a deeper question, about wellness and belief, that we 
don’t understand? 
In the middle of our wondering, Jesus did the seemingly 
simplest thing. He told the man to get up and walk, and the 
man did, at once – the man with legs that hadn’t walked for 38 
years, got up and walked, just like that. 
� e man must have been surprised… and thankful, in a 
stunned, wordless kind of way.
But nearby there was an audience, who were not thankful 
at all. It was the Sabbath, and work was not allowed! So as 
a result of the healing, the Jewish leaders began to persecute 
Jesus. And Jesus defended his actions, “My Father is always at 
his work, to this very day, and I too am working” [John 5:17]. 
It was a good answer, but it infuriated the Jewish leaders even 
more! Not only was Jesus healing on the Sabbath, but he was 
calling God his own Father! � at was not okay. No wonder 
they tried to kill him. 
For me, there’s so much deep truth in this chapter, about what 
it means to believe, and to be well, and to no longer be the 
outsider, and to step into the world of the living.
But there are small truths too. Jesus said that his Father is 
always at ‘his work’. Previously, after Jesus met the Samaritan 
woman, he also mentioned ‘work’ to his disciples. He said that 
he himself needed to ‘fi nish his work’ [John 4:34]. He said the 
fi elds were ripe for harvest. It was time to work! And then later 

in chapter 5, Jesus again mentioned the ‘works his Father has 
given him to fi nish’ [John 5:36]. It was important! Jesus knew 
what he had come to do, and that his time was limited, so he 
needed to fi nish the work… that people might believe in him, 
and that God’s glory might be displayed. “As long as it is day,” 
he said later, “We must do the works of him who sent me. 
Night is coming when no one can work.” [John 9:4]
Jesus understood about work and daylight, and he wanted his 
disciples to also understand. Later, after the feeding of 5,000 
people, and after they collected twelve baskets of leftovers 
[John 6:13], the disciples were astounded. � ey had questions. 
How did Jesus do that? And what was he going to do next? 
Perhaps they discussed what he could do for them, or for the 
temple. It would have been a natural progression of thought. If 
Jesus could do that with bread, the possibilities were endless. 
And in reply, Jesus told them about work. “Don’t work for 
food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you.” [John 6:27]
Jesus was saying – what I’ve given you today is bread – outer 
life... but more important than that is inner life, eternal life 
– that’s what I’ve come to give you! � at’s what I want you to 
believe and that’s what I want you to work for!
Out of our faith in Jesus, comes wellness and action, and 
work, a compelling desire to love and serve the peoples of the 
world, in all the ways we can – whether it’s in enabling child 
and maternal health care in Jumla, or in continuing to provide 
excellent care and treatment at Green Pastures Hospital, 
Pokhara, or in telling our own stories of faith and belief to our 
friends, in our towns and cities, so that they might believe… 
whatever our work, wherever we are in the world, remember 
that it’s daytime now, and night is coming. Our time is 
limited. So, work for food that lasts.
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