
Senator The Hon. Marise Payne 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women 
PO Box 1420 
Parramatta NSW 2147 

Dear Minister Payne,  

We write to you as Nepalese-Australian community organisations, along with non-government 
organisations supporting humanitarian and development programs in Nepal. Thank you for your 
work and that of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to support developmental and 
humanitarian responses to COVID-19.  

We understand that in this response the Government is increasing support for the Pacific and South-
East Asia. However, we call on you to retain the bilateral aid program in Nepal, as well as other 
bilateral, regional and global programs in the wider Indo-Pacific region. At this critical time, 
Australia should maintain support for nations affected by COVID-19 across the Indo-Pacific. 

In Nepal, confirmed coronavirus cases, along with illnesses and deaths, are accelerating and actions 
to limit its spread are contributing unavoidably to additional hunger, poverty and insecurity for 
vulnerable people and communities. At least 700,000 migrant workers returning from India have 
been rendered instantaneously unemployed, five to seven million people living in urban poverty have 
lost their daily livelihoods, agricultural productivity has decreased, remittance income and tourism 
income is declining dramatically, and reported incidents of gender-based violence are on the rise. 

Australia’s bilateral aid to Nepal – projected to be $9.1 million in 2019-20 (with an additional $13.4 
from bilateral and regional programs and other government department spending) – has been highly 
effective in recent years to empower women, expand economic opportunities for the poor, and improve 
governance and education. These programs, supported by a highly capable diplomatic post and strong 
relationships with government and non-government stakeholders, give us confidence that Australia’s 
development programs in Nepal would pivot very effectively towards COVID-19 response and 
recovery. 

Just last year, Australia and Nepal celebrated sixty years of diplomatic relations. This ongoing 
friendship has been cemented through tourism and cultural sharing, through migration and study 
programs, and – of course – through Australia’s generous response to the devastating 2015 
earthquake. More than 117,000 people born in Nepal make Australia their home, more than 40,000 
Australians travelled to Nepal in 2019 and prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Nepalese students 
comprised the third largest group among Australia’s international student cohort. In light of these 
ongoing ties, and for the sake of Nepal’s poorest people, we urge you to commit to maintaining 
funding for the bilateral program in support of Nepal’s COVID-19 response and recovery efforts.  

Further, we call on you to increase funding for Australia’s international development program overall. 
Just as the Government has stepped up to address the domestic impacts of COVID-19, so we urge you 
to invest additional resources in support of bilateral, regional and international efforts. No single 
nation or region can address this crisis alone. Australia should invest additional funds for COVID-19 
development and humanitarian response, rather than merely cutting programs and reallocating 
funding within the existing budget. Members and supporters of our communities and organisations 
strongly support such an act of generosity and justice. 

Finally, we wish to organise a meeting with you and relevant advisors at your Sydney office to discuss 
these matters further. Please advise us at your earliest possible convenience as to when such a 
meeting would be possible. 

Regards, 

Ben Thurley 
CEO INF Australia 
0431 985 009 
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